
 

 

A Message from our Principal, Dr. St. John  

Summit Parents/Guardians, 

As Superintendent Dr. Downs suggested in an email to SACS families on 9/23/20, the various methods 

for students to access their education have proven to be very effective in helping families in a wide variety 

of situations; however, they place an enormous burden on the teaching faculty.  In order to provide time for 

our staff’s professional development and district planning for the second semester, SACS is announcing im-

portant first semester changes to the district calendar.  Please see below. 

eLearning Flex Days (for Traditional and Real-Time at Home students) 

SACS will be adding two eLearning Flex Days this fall in addition to the previously scheduled November 4th 

Flex Day.  Please see below for the eLearning Flex Days this fall: 

Monday, October 26 

Wednesday, November 4 

Monday, November 16 

On eLearning Flex Days, students are encouraged to stay home and access assignments by 7:25AM. 

Teachers will be available for electronic office hours/contact time from 12:00-2:55PM.  All student work will 

be available via Canvas.  After school activities and practices will continue on campus as usual.   

The Last Student Day of the First Semester Has Changed 

The last student day of semester one has changed and will now be Tuesday, December 15. December 

16-18 is for staff only. Staff will use this time for grading, planning, and prepping for the second semester. 

Essential work involving staffing and the PowerSchool roll over created by our virtual options will be com-

pleted. 

No School for Students                  December 16, 17 and 18                Staff Only 

   Click here for an updated school calendar  

 SACS Families Select Learning Option for Second Semester 

Similar to the Online Registration process in July, SACS families will be asked to select their student(s) 

Learning Option for second semester of the 20-21 school year starting November 30 – December 4.       

Further information will be shared with SACS families as we get closer to the registration dates. 

Summit Speaks 
 

October 2020 

http://summit.sacs.k12.in.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_75943/Image/Calendar/Revised%20First%20Semester%20Calendar.pdf


 

Parent/Teacher Conferences  -  

October 16 

Due to COVID-19 and the SACS Return to School 
Plan, Summit’s Parent/Teacher Conferences event 
will not be conducted as it has in the past.  School 
will be closed on Friday October 16 (no eLearn-
ing).  Teachers will be using the day to make targeted 
phone calls to families. Please know that should you 
have questions for any of your child’s teachers, then 
you may reach out to them at any time.  Phone or 
email is preferred. 

Important Information about Attendance Reporting 
 

Please be aware that Real-Time at Home student attendance codes are slightly differ-

ent than those for students who are taking part in Traditional learning here at Sum-

mit.  Real-Time at Home students will be marked “V” for virtual when present and “VT” 

for virtual when present but tardy.  It is recommended that parents of Real-Time at 

Home students monitor the general daily attendance in PowerSchool.   

 

Parents of all Summit students should know that indiscriminate movement back and 

forth between Real-Time at Home and Traditional learning (without purpose) is not 

permitted.  Students are to commit to consistent attendance in one form or the other 

barring illness or need. 

 

It is the parent’s responsibility to call the school attendance line if your child is 

going to be absent, not in participation, or will be arriving late to school. This 

applies to both Traditional In-Person and Real-Time at Home students. Addition-

ally, parents of students who are enrolled as Traditional In-Person learners need 

to call the school attendance line if their child will be attending class from home 

due to illness, quarantine, etc.  Parents who want to change their child's enrollment 

selection need to contact the Summit office at least 1 school day in advance of the 

change.  If the student is not in school or is not participating in Real Time Zoom, and 

the parent has not reported the absence, then the school will make effort to notify the 

parent. 

 

24 Hour Attendance Line = (260) 431-2505 *Absences should be called in by 8:00am*  



The Counselors ’  Corner  

 

For advisory this month, all Falcons will be discussing our school-wide theme of how to be better collaborators 

through personal responsibility and interpersonal relationships. Topics of discussion this month will include 

school-wide anti-bullying efforts and substance abuse prevention. Sixth graders will focus on personal responsi-

bility, like stress management and good hygiene. Seventh graders will discuss responsibility with friends and how 

to get along with peers. Eighth graders will emphasize young adult responsibilities, including how to set personal 

boundaries and stand up for each other. Students will be asked to consider, “How have I made someone else’s 

day better or stood up for myself?” Falcons are leaders in their SOARing behaviors and dedication to a safe and 

respectful environment at Summit. 

 

Red Ribbon Week will be October 26 - October 30, 2020. The Red Ribbon campaign was launched in 1985 in 

response to a DEA agent being murdered by drug traffickers. The red ribbon is a national symbol for the need to 

reduce drug demands and the campaign is a rallying point for millions of Americans who share the commitment 

to live healthy, drug-free lives. We encourage students and staff to wear the following themed attire during Red 

Ribbon Week again this year to show your dedication to a drug-free America. 

   

Monday, October 26 Red Ribbon Week Kick-Off Red 

Tuesday, October 27 VOTING for My Future to be Drug Free Red, White & Blue 

Wednesday, October 28 Too BRIGHT for Drugs Neon Colors 

Thursday, October 29 You Have the POWER to be Drug Free Super Hero Gear 

Friday, October 30 It Takes a TEAM  to Stay Drug Free Favorite Team Gear 



 

 

21st  Century  Scholars  Program  
The 21st Century Scholars Program was established in 1990 to increase students’ aspirations for and ac-

cess to higher education. The Scholars Program provides income-eligible students the opportunity to earn 

a scholarship that covers up to four years of tuition and regularly assessed fees. 

21st Century Scholars supports eligible students and parents with the tools they need to prepare for col-

lege, graduate on time and begin a successful career. The scholarship is awarded on an annual basis. 

Scholars are provided resources and assistance to help them plan and prepare for college and pay for ex-

penses not covered by their scholarship. The scholarship does not cover the cost of books, or room and 

board. 

To be eligible for the Scholars program, students must: 

 Be Indiana residents 

 Be US citizens or eligible non-citizens 

 Be enrolled in the 7th or 8th grade at an Indiana school recognized by the Indiana DOE 

 Meet income eligibility requirements  

 Take the 21st Century Scholar Pledge 

Eligible students must enroll online before June 30th of the 8th grade year at www.Scholars.IN.gov/enroll  

For more information on 21st Century Scholars at Summit, please contact DaVita Mitchell at            

dmitchell@sacs.k12.in.us 

Book Fairs 2020-2021 

This October we will not be holding our normal,    
annual book fair in the library to coincide with par-
ent-teacher conferences. Instead, our fall book fair 
will be virtual, and we will be moving it to Novem-
ber. From Nov. 16-29 Summit families will be able to 
shop Scholastic’s online bookstore. Purchases will be 
shipped directly to your home, and the SMS Library 
Media Center will earn Scholastic bucks to purchase 
library books. We will have more details in the No-
vember newsletter, and on the SMS website and  
social media.  

October 5 - 9  Fall Break 

October 26   eLearning Flex Day 

November 4   eLearning Flex Day 

November 16  eLearning Flex Day 

November 16 - 29  Book Fair (Virtual) 

March 12 (2021)  eLearning Flex Day 

  At a Glance…..  



 

Athletic News 

Sports Physicals for Winter Sports 

As the winter sports season approaches, prior to tryouts and participation, all student ath-
letes must have on file with the athletic office a physical in addition to the consent and release cer-
tificate and concussion/sudden cardiac arrest form.   

Physicals that were valid (complete and on IHSAA form) from the 2019-2020 school year are 
valid for the 2020-2021 school year. However, you must submit additional information prior to 
your son or daughter being able to try out or participate. Click here to download the additional in-
formation that is required. 

Students who will need a new physical are those who do not have one from 2019-2020, are 
new to Summit or are new to Indiana. In order to participate in athletics at Summit, students must 
have a completed and valid physical dated after April 1, 2020, prior to tryouts and participation. 
Any physical dated before that will not be valid for the 2020-2021 season. The only exception is 
having a valid 2019-2020 physical on file. Click here to download a physical packet. We ask that 
these forms are used so that all required documents are completed. Medical offices often just 
have the medical forms they need and don’t have all of the forms required. 

Please be sure to fill out all the forms in their entirety, including all signatures. Students 
cannot try out or participate until all forms have been submitted and approved by the athletic 
office. Students who participated in fall sports and already have valid physical paperwork on file do 
not need to submit a second set of paperwork. 

You can submit completed forms in their entirety to the athletic office. Please note that the 
athletic office will only accept paperwork that is completed in its entirety. Incomplete paperwork 
will be returned to the student to resubmit once it is completed.  

 
Fall Sports 

End of Season Parties – Coaches will notify players with details 

Uniforms/Equipment – Must be turned in (clean) to coaches at the conclusion of the season. 

 
Basketball 

Please watch the Summit website and listen for announcements with regard to call-out meetings 
and try-outs. **All students need “yellow” medical policy cards, physical forms, and concussion 
forms on file in the office or submitted to their coach prior to tryouts. If you have any questions at 
all, please call the office at 431-2501.   
         Megan Culbertson 
         Dean of Students/Athletic Director 

http://woodside.sacs.k12.in.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_76083/File/Packet%20for%20Students%20with%20a%20Valid%20Physical.pdf
http://woodside.sacs.k12.in.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_76083/File/Packet%20for%20New%20Students%20or%20Those%20Who%20Need%20a%20Valid%20Physical.pdf


 

OCTOBER 

2  End of 1st Grading Period 

3  Volleyball @ Lakeview Tournament 

 Cheer @ Pendleton 

 XC/Carmel @ State 

 JV XC @ Carroll Invite 

5 - 9 Fall Break 

13-14 Picture Days 

13  Volleyball NHMLC Tournament 

 Football NHMLC Semifinals 

 XC NHMLC Finals (Maple Creek) 

 Cheer @ Carroll 

15  Volleyball (8) NHMLC Tournament 

 Football (8) NHMLC Semifinals 

16  No school (P/T Conferences via phone) 

17  Cheer @ Bishop Dwenger 

20  Football (7) NHMLC Finals 

21  Football (8) NHMLC Finals 

24 Cheer @ State 

26  eLearning Flex Day 

 

NOVEMBER 

4 eLearning Flex Day 

12  Basketball Jamboree vs WMS 

14-15 All Region Band—Dekalb HS 

16  eLearning Flex Day 

 Boys Basketball vs ISMS 

 Girls Basketball vs ISMS 

17  Boys Basketball vs Blackhawk Christian 

 Girls Basketball vs Blackhawk Christian 

19  Boys Basketball vs New Haven 

 Girls Basketball vs New Haven 

23  Boys Basketball vs Norwell 

 Girls Basketball vs Norwell 

25  No School  

26-27 Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brought to you by Red Apple and Club’s Choice, 

Summit’s one-and-only all school Fundraiser kicks 

off on Monday, October 12th. The entire fundrais-

er will be conducted online with options to donate 

and purchase products to support the school. Pro-

ceeds from the fundraiser will support classroom 

activities, athletics and the music program. Please 

look for an email from the school with additional 

information after fall break. 



 

NWEA SCORE REPORTS were sent 

home with students last week. If 

you did not receive that infor-

mation, please contact the office at 

260-431-2501. Parents of virtual 

students may pick up their students 

scores in the office any weekday  

between 7:45am and 3:15pm. 

Websites to Keep you Informed  

http://summit.sacs.k12.in.us/  for general school information and event dates and times.  

PowerSchool:  https://powerschool.sacs.k12.in.us for viewing your child’s progress in the teachers’ grade books.  

Canvas:  https://sacs.instructure.com/login/canvas  to keep up with your child’s activities and assigned work.  

Aurora:  https://aurora.sacs.k12.in.us  to access (download) and place (upload) files in student network devices  

(items saved at school).  

SACS Google Drive: https://drive.google.com Each student has access to a Google Storage Drive (not email). To access files 

from home they can log into their SACS Google Drive (using Chrome) at https://drive.google.com and sign in with their Google 

ID. For most students the ID will be firstname.lastname@students.sacs.k12.in.us. This can also be found in PowerSchool on the 

front page when you log in. 

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 

Summit Middle School is dedicated to providing a safe and student 

centered learning environment where every student can grow aca-

demically, socially and emotionally. Within that context, we prepare 

students for fulfilling futures by continually examining how we inte-

grate technology to ensure that students’ experience with technolo-

gy helps them learn, communicate, collaborate, and create in ways 

that are safe, ethical and productive. At Summit, we are using Com-

mon Sense Media’s Digital Citizenship curriculum and lessons—

primarily in Tech Time classes taught by Mrs. Jenkins and Mr. McKin-

ley—to help students develop into good digital citizens. 

Parents can also use Common Sense Media’s resources to find re-

views of books, films, TV shows, video games and other media; tips 

for talking to their children about using technology safely and re-

sponsibly; and guidance for making decisions regarding their chil-

dren’s technology use. Check out the parent resources at https://

www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Traditional Students In-Class Zoom Expectations 

Students Zooming while in the traditional school setting use only one earbud 

Students Zooming while in the traditional school have computer sound off – Zoom mute on 

Students Zooming while in the traditional school must show their full name on the screen to be admitted to 

Zoom session. 

Real-Time at Home Zoom Expectations 

Students must log in to all Zoom sessions on time, early when possible. 

Student’s full name must appear on the screen to be admitted into the session. 

Students must be present for the entire Zoom session. 

Device cameras must be on and student’s whole face visible to peers and teacher. 

Students working from home must choose a distraction free environment, be dressed appropriately for 

school, and sit upright for class. 

Background Zoom screens may not have moving images. 

Zoom mute should always be on unless otherwise directed by teacher. 

Students are expected to participate in all discussions and be prepared to answer when called to do so. 

During class discussion, students are focused and do not distract other students or teacher. 

If teachers remove students from Zoom sessions for lack of compliance, student will be counted absent 

from  class. 

S t u d e n t  Z o o m  E x p e c t a t i o n s  
 

Important Contact Information for Summit Middle School 


